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WRAPPING UP A UNIQUE 
SCHOOL YEAR

Congratulations to our graduating class of 2020. We held the graduation ceremony 
on May 30th virtually where we were able to recognize our graduates’ hard work and 
perseverance to reach one of the major milestones in their life. Congratulations to all 
our students who successfully completed the school year. It has taken a great deal 
of self-discipline and I applaud you all for this accomplishment.

As we close out this year, it is a time of reflection. This school year has by far been 
the most unique for all of us, with most of the world’s school children learning from 
home over the last few months.  In addition, many have experienced adverse 
effects due to COVID-19, either physically, economically, or emotionally. We do not 
fully understand how this will change our future, but most of us acknowledge that 
we do have a new “normal”. For instance, social distancing is a regular term in our 
vocabulary, airline travel has changed, and video meet ups are a typical part of our 
daily lives.

FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
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One constant in our changing world is education for our children. The senior 
leadership team at RAS is currently planning for the start of our new school year 
on August 3rd. Class routines will be different as we have standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) in place to ensure that students and staff are social distancing 
within classrooms, at lunch, and during class transitions. There are specific SOPs 
that focus on cleaning classrooms, bathrooms, hallways, cafeteria, and other 
commonly used spaces. We are very excited about returning back to campus in 
August and look forward to seeing all of our students. 

Have a wonderful summer vacation.

LYLE MOLTZAN
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GET OUTSIDE THIS SUMMER 
AND BUILD SKILLS 
THROUGH PLAY! 

Recently, due to the crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have all been cooped up 
inside for extended periods of time. Our children in particular have been safe in their 
homes, rarely having the opportunity to go anywhere interesting or fun, let alone 
being able to go outside and play. As we receive advice from the government that 
we can increasingly use outdoor spaces, I strongly encourage families to embrace 
the chance to take their children to safe places outside so they can build important 
skills playing in a natural environment. We learn so much from being outside and 
playing with one another, and the summer holiday break is a prime time to make the 
most of it.

FROM THE DESK OF ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
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Here are four key reasons why playing outside is important:

1. Nature is our world’s most powerful resource.The more time our children spend 
in nature, the stronger their connection with the earth will be. The children in the 
Elementary School at RAS now are the future custodian’s of our planet.  If they 
feel a strong connection to our planet, it will help to develop them into powerful 
ambassadors for environmentalism. Unstructured ‘free’ play where the 
children make their own games and fun helps them learn and appreciate their 
local natural environment.

1. Playing outside enables your child to learn through doing, one of the most 
powerful ways any of us can learn new knowledge, skills, and concepts. When 
playing outside, children are actively engaged with practical projects that enable 
them to ask questions, try new ideas, and solve problems. 

2. Unstructured play outside where the children determine what they will do 
promotes curiosity. “What will happen when I step in this muddy puddle?” “What 
will happen when I throw this pebble in the water?” Children are naturally curious 
and want to explore the world around them, how can you foster this outside this 
summer? It is the role of the adult here to stand back and let the child determine 
what to play and how to play it, on their own or with others.

3. Learning social skills through playing outside is vital. As children engage in 
unstructured play, they learn to cooperate and work with others, a vital life skill 
all big businesses are looking for in their future employees! They negotiate 
game rules, narrate the play as it happens, share their emotions and learn about 
concepts such as patience, taking turns, and not always getting your own way. 
Again the role of the adult here is to stand back, observe and support where 
necessary empowering children to make mistakes and work things out together. 

As we return to school for the new academic year in August, teachers will focus on 
settling children into the school environment so that they are all physically safe and 
can successfully adjust to being back in a classroom environment. We will focus just 
as much on their social and emotional development as we do on evaluating what 
next steps each child needs with their academic skills.  

Learning by playing outside is clearly beneficial, but most importantly it is FUN. Our 
children are children for such a short time, so don’t blink mum and dad because 
you will miss it. Enjoy this summer with your children making memories and building 
skills playing outside together.

ANITA MCCALLUM 
7



ADAPTING TO POST-PANDEMIC 
CHANGES 
Not too long ago, I read a book entitled “Our Iceberg is Melting – Changing and 
Succeeding Under Any Conditions”. It was an easy read with several practical ideas. 
In the story, there is a flock of penguins that are living happily on an iceberg. They 
have always lived on that iceberg and life was always the same, until one day when 
Fred (one of the penguins) noticed that the iceberg was melting and that it was 
starting to shrink. He shared his observation with the leadership team and the rest 
of the book shows how the penguins dealt with the possibility of change. They were 
at risk of losing their home, or were they? Some of the penguins were quite resistant 
to doing anything – they had always lived on that iceberg and they imagined that 
they always would. Some of the penguins were overreacting and attempting to take 
drastic action immediately – they wanted to jump off and swim to another iceberg. 

The book is really about leadership and motivating people when change is 
necessary. We are in the midst of a change that came upon us before anyone could 
“see the cracks forming” or “the ice melting”. We have been thrust into uncertainty 
and speculation. We don’t know exactly what the future will look like. We have heard 

FROM THE DESK OF SECONDARY PRINCIPAL
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many references on the news about the “new normal”. That’s what our lives will be 
about for the foreseeable future. We will be adapting to what our lives need to be in 
order to function in the post-pandemic world. We will not be able to hide out until the 
problem goes away. We will not be able to do what we want without the possibility of 
breaking some government regulation. We need to adapt and make the most of the 
situation.

As we close this school year, I would like to challenge our school community to find 
ways to make the best of every situation. Learn how to be a creative thinker and 
problem solver. Don’t be afraid of what might be around the corner. See what it is 
and adapt to make the most of it.

TYLER BISHOP

See You Again Soon!
The first day of school is August 3rd
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NEW BEGINNINGS

As many of you are aware, the Year of the Rat has not been as bountiful as was 
probably expected. The rat is the beginning of a new cycle and a new day that 
approaches. We might be in the midnight of this cycle, however where there is night 
there is also light with a new beginning. 

Recently, I was reading an excerpt by a Feng Shui Master that the year of the rat 
is a year of interactions where “HU” is the buzz word of 2020. According to his 
analysis, this is a time of improvement and greater cooperation and, given the 
recent pandemic, I couldn’t agree more. We have all been experiencing great 
changes to our daily lives and we are all seeking greater understanding. I am sure 
that over the past few weeks we have all found that through greater cooperation we 
can overcome the difficulties we face today.

As we come to the close of this academic year, it is the time that we should all be 
looking forward to the future. Your children have gone through a traumatic period 
in their lives, but through this experience they have grown and gathered invaluable 
lessons. They now have a greater understanding of diligence and perseverance, as 
well as the importance of family, friendships, and camaraderie. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE BILINGUAL PRINCIPAL
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RAS will continue to offer the best education, and over the summer we will work to 
optimize our facilities so that your children can have a safe and healthy environment 
where they can pursue their academic growth. In addition, many of our teachers will 
be returning for the next academic year, which is a testament to the bonds that exist 
within our “RAS family”. Your child will return to a classroom where there is a familiar 
face and where there is a common bond of having been through these traumatic 
times together. The classrooms and educational materials will have been completely 
disinfected and more stringent protocols for safety will be implemented. Despite the 
complications that the outside world is facing, RAS will continue to put your child’s 
education, safety, and well-being at the forefront of our mission.

In the weeks to come your child will receive their final reports, and as parents you 
will be receiving a lot of information concerning the start of the next academic year. 
As you have already been told, we will be starting the next academic year earlier, 
which will be an opportunity for your child to quickly pick up where they left off. 

As I have mentioned previously, the year of the Rat is one of greater understanding 
and cooperation, and I believe that the next academic year will be one that is filled 
with greatness. Through the hardships that we have all faced this year we will 
emerge wiser and with greater purpose.

I look forward to seeing you all again next year when we can share a smile and build 
a brighter future.

GREGORY VAN GOIDTSNOVEN

“ WHEN THE WINDS OF CHANGE 
BLOW, SOME PEOPLE BUILD WALLS 
AND OTHERS BUILD WINDMILLS”
—Chinese proverb
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Raffles Parents For Education
Dear Students, Parents, Faculty and Staff,

2020 has been a year of adversity. It has tested our students, parents, faculty, and 
staff with extreme circumstances that no one could have foreseen. Fortunately, we 
have made it through the school year. Although there still may be some uncertainty 
and anxiety in the world for the short term, we must never lose the vision of our long 
term goals, plans, and ambitions.

A very important part of going forward into the future is to remain positive. Positivity 
breeds success, and when I conducted an internet search for this article with the 
words, “positive attitude studies” I found a large number of sites that directly linked 
how a positive attitude can drastically improve our health & wellbeing, academic 
studies, family life, relationships, and work. 

It is with this in mind that I would like to challenge you all during the Summer Break 
to make an effort to smile every time you greet someone in public, meet up with a 
friend in the park, or when you have breakfast in the morning with a family member. 
Studies have shown that people who smile more are generally happier. And this is 
one simple way to help you find a more positive and sunny disposition going forward 
into the future.
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On another positive note, the RPFE has run some very successful events this 
year and I would like to personally thank all of the students, parents, faculty, and 
staff that were involved in making these events a success. These events included 
the International Day, Family Fun Day, snack sales at our Inter-School Football 
Tournament, Wine & Cheese Night, and Outdoor Movie Nights. Without your 
valuable contributions, these events would not have been the successes that you 
made them be. And with your assistance in these events you have, in turn, assisted 
us all in enriching our community, cultivating and strengthening our friendships and 
bonds, and making our RAS family a community that we can all be proud of.

IAN NENKE

RPFE PHOTO 
COMPETITION 

Native American Tradition
Megan Wood

Ocean With Us - Eileen
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Rpfe recipes
Nenke’s Cajun Chicken and Sundried Tomato Pasta

This is a simple recipe that doesn’t take too much effort, is very tasty and will please 
all of the family! 

Ingredients 

2    Skinless chicken breasts
120gms   Pasta of choice
4 teaspoons  Cajun seasoning 
2 tablespoons  Salted butter
1    Green onion/Spring onion, thinly sliced green onion (Spring onion)
½ cup  Cooking/Heavy whipping cream
2 tablespoons  Sun dried tomato pesto 
¼ teaspoon  Dried Basil (optional)
1/8 teaspoon  Pepper, ground
1 to 2 cloves  Garlic, crushed or thinly sliced (I prefer 2 cloves)
½ cup   Parmesan cheese, grated for garnishing
1    Chilli, small finely chopped (optional)

Method
 
1. Cut the chicken into thin strips
2. Place the chicken strips in a small bowl, add the cajun seasoning and toss until 

the seasoning coats the chicken. 
3. In a large pan, sauté chicken in the butter on a medium heat until the chicken is 

tender. (approx 5 minutes) DO NOT over cook the chicken as it will become dry.
4. Reduce the heat and add the cream, onion, sun dried pesto, pepper, garlic, and 

other optional ingredients, basil and chilli.
5. Allow the ingredients to heat through and add the sauce to some ‘al dente’ pasta
6. Serve with garlic bread and parmesan cheese.
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Lisa’s Wheaten Food of China - Wheat Ear dumpling

Method
 
1. Dumpling Filling/Stuffing: Minced pork added with onion, ginger, Chinese 13 

spicy, cooking oil, salt, chicken powder, soy sauce, sesame oil and Chinese 
pickled cabbage. Mix all the ingredients together in a bowl and set aside.

2. Dumpling Dough: Slice the pumpkin and steam until tender then blend in a 
juicer. 200gm of flour mixed with 100gm of pumpkin juice, knead until the dough 
becomes smooth, then set aside.  Use 1 cup of boiling water and 2 cups of fresh 
spinach and blend to a juice.  200gm of flour mixed with 100gm of spinach juice 
and knead until the dough becomes smooth.  Allow both doughs to rest for 30 
minutes.

3. Using a rolling pin, roll the pumpkin dough out to be flat. Place the spinach dough 
on top of the flattened pumpkin dough, roll the pumpkin dough up to encase 
it. Cut it to a small /appropriate size. Next, roll out the small dough piece and 
become a dumpling wrapper.

4. Fill the dumpling wrapper with pork filling and fold it into a wheat ear shape. Put 
the dumpling into boiling water and cook for 15 minutes. Then, the dumpling is 
ready to serve.
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Alianah Halle Candelaria
Campbell

Luke Ang JunseiDaeng Sakinah A Malek 

Kian Grady Haoyu Guan (Winnie)Hami Sabirian Charles

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
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Hong Jun Huang (Michael) Su Lee Afia Mehjabin 

Dan ToyamaTaylor MoltzanNur Farhana Mohammad Iskandar

CLASS OF CLASS OF 20202020
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2019/2020 
FL ASHBACK@Boarding

20



2019/2020 
FL ASHBACK@Boarding
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2019/2020 
First day FL ASHBACK
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Desaru Ostrich Farm

Johor Premium 
Outlets

Gunung Ledang 
National Park

Hutan Lipur 
Gunung Pulai

Kukup Island 
National ParkRawa IslandTioman Island

18 ways to Enjoy 
Johor

Johor Zoo Kota Tinggi Firefly Park
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Kelapa Sawit Kulai 
Johor Mural

Sri Tanjung Leisure Farm, 
Pontian

Johor Bahru Art 
Gallery Pasir Gudang Kite Museum

Kota Tinggi WaterfallsSeri Alam Blue LakeDesaru Beach

Are you looking for ways to keep the family entertained this summer? Would you like 
to make up for all that time spent cooped up in your home the last couple months? 
Believe it or not, there’s something for everyone to enjoy right here in Johor.  Whether 
you like to spend time in museums and galleries, or prefer the fresh air and greenery 
while on the beach or a hike, we have compiled a little bit of everything for you to 
discover in this beautiful state of Malaysia.  Happy holidays!

Desaru Fruit Farm Chinese Heritage Museum
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE:
Can you see the 5 differences?

word search #:
How many words can you find?

Answers: Spot the Difference - The boys balloon. The stripes on a womans shirt. 
The color of the food truck. The trash can in the background. The chair at the food truck. 
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Bra inteaser:
How many squares can you count?
How many triangle can you count?

Jokes:

Q: Where do sharks go on vacation?

A:Finland

Q:Why can’t basketball players go on 
vacations?

A: They would get called for “traveling”

Brain Teaser: Square = 40 Triangle = 27
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Continuous Learning in May 2020
World Lit students submitted a recording of themselves giving a TedTalk about an 
injustice or source of damage in the world which they are passionate about and 
linking it to the novel they recently read, Cry, the Beloved Country. Their TedTalks 
have been uploaded to Edpuzzle so that their classmates can watch the other 
presentations and leave feedback at the end. After the last major project of the year 
was submitted in World Literature, the teacher’s Bitmoji celebrated with a trip to the 
(virtual) beach. Over Zoom she shared her screen and the students had to find her 
in several places around Earth, one of them being the beach. It was a fun way to
grab their attention to ‘warm up’ for our class for the day.

This week in PE, our 9th Grade students are creating their own home workout to 
prepare them for the summer. They can continue to do these workouts during the 
summer months, so they will be ready for the start of the next school year.
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One of our 10th Grade students recently completed a big “charcoal” project.
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10th Grade students completed their nine-month project of publishing digital portfolio
websites. These websites share essays about their personal growth through RAS
General Learning Outcomes, ten projects they completed at RAS which they are
proud of, personal introduction pages and a page about their G10 Tech Passion
Project.
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In Earth and Space Science class students learned this week about the upcoming 
launch of the manned Crew Dragon spacecraft. The students practiced docking 
with the International Space Station (ISS) using the same simulation software that 
SpaceX uses to train astronauts to pilot their Dragon spacecraft. Students found the 
exercise challenging and many had great success. Students were shown how to 
operate the Dragon spacecraft’s reaction control thrusters during class, prior to them 
making the attempt themselves.

Live Streaming in AP Calculus class: Discussion on CollegeBoard’s Video Support 
for AP Students affected by Covid-19
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Pre-recorded teaching sessions for AP Physics 1 class

Providing assessment and timely feedback for Physics students
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graduation graduation 20202020

We had our online graduation event on May 30th. Close to 200 people joined this 
online event with “live” components coming directly from the Secondary School 
office. The event had a mix of pre-recorded speeches and live connection with each 
of the graduates in their own home. Friends and family from around the world were 
able to join us live.
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Mr. Bishop MC’d the event live from the school campus

At the home of each graduate, parents interacted with the event. Here, one of our 
graduates,Taylor Moltzan received a special stole from the school. His parents 
placed the stole around his neck at the beginning of the ceremony.
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Hana Iskandar delivered the Valedictorian speech and challenged the graduates to 
live with confidence and not be fearful.

Taylor Moltzan and Hami Charles delivered the Class Historian speech. They talked 
about each graduate individually and connected their school experiences in a fun 
and light-hearted manner.

Mr. Moltzan highlighted the realities of the COVID19 pandemic and the need for our 
grads to be overcomers, which was the chosen theme for graduation. In order to be 
successful, this group of students had to overcome a lot of obstacles, including the 
need to get up in the middle of the night to do online AP exams.
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Find out more at: 
raffles-american-school.edu.my
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